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MESSAGE FROM 
THE CHAIRMAN

In September, Perth hosted a successful FIFA 
World Cup qualifier with the Socceroos taking on 
Iraq in front of a spectacular crowd of over 18,900 
spectators. The game marked the second time in a 
year that Australia’s national football team played in 
Perth after more than a decade’s absence. Perth will 
play an increasingly important role in international 
football as the new Perth Stadium at Burswood 
comes to life in 2018.

The continued growth of the game also prompted 
Football West to advocate for a second A-League 
team to provide new football experiences for players, 
coaches, administrators and, crucially, supporters and 

Throughout the year, Football West consistently 
advocated for the advancement of the game. We 
secured a $37M funding pledge from the former 
Premier, Hon. Colin Barnett for the State Football 
Centre at Ashfield Reserve and have received a 
commitment from the WA Labor government to work 
with us to achieve our goals in this regard. Football 
West remains well positioned to move ahead with 
the development of the State Football Centre and 
subject to current government budget constraints, we 
look forward to securing funding in the near future.  I 
thank former Premier Colin Barnett, the Department 
of Sport and Recreation and all other stakeholders 
involved in the process for their continued support.

It is my pleasure to present the annual report for 2015-2016 
to the Football West community. As we approach the end 
of our 2014-2016 Strategic Plan, I can say with confidence 
that the sport has grown significantly and we endeavoured to 
support anyone who wanted to play the game.
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James only joined in 2016, he has already proven 
himself an excellent asset to the team and a strong 
leader.

I would like to give my sincere thanks to my Deputy 
Chair Henry Atturo, and Directors Anna Liscia, Jason 
Petkovic, Lui Giuliani and Sherif Andrawes for their 
commitment to their roles. Unfortunately we have had 
to farewell some valued members; after many years’ 
service, the terms of Rob McKay and Janette Spencer 
came to an end, while Gary Adshead resigned from 
his role due to work commitments.

Football West benefited from the sponsorship of the 
Department of Sport and Recreation, Healthway, All 
Flags Signs and Banners, Bankwest, Consolidated 
Energy, PS4, QBE Insurance, McInerney Ford, Nike, 
Select, nib Stadium, Cool Ridge, Westfield, Select and 
The West Australian newspaper.

I give my sincere thanks to everyone who has helped 
make the game better over the past year. Football 
West has had some fantastic achievements in 2016, 
and I only hope that we can build on this success.

Yours sincerely

LIAM TWIGGER
FOOTBALL WEST CHAIRMAN

volunteers. The three to five-year project is consistent 
with Football Federation Australia’s plans to extend 
the competition in 2018-2019.

I congratulate Floreat Athena and Cockburn City 
for successfully qualifying for the Round of 32 in the 
Westfield FFA Cup. Unfortunately neither progressed 
beyond that point, but both teams put in an 
excellent effort in representing the State. I extend my 
congratulations to all 65 Western Australian clubs that 
entered the competition, some of which travelled 
from as far as Geraldton and Kalgoorlie.

None of this would have been possible without the 
hard work of our players and volunteers, growing the 
game at a grassroots level. Football is now the most 
popular club-based participation sport in Australia, 
with over 44,000 registered players and 1,700 teams 
in Western Australia. The women’s game has also 
continued to grow, with more than 6,500 registered 
female players.

I am proud to say that Football West has over 600 
registered referees and that we have a retention rate 
above the national average. I thank our referees and 
coaches for their continued support. The game would 
not be possible without them.

Once again, I would like to thank our Zone 
Representatives, Standing Committee members, 
members of our Disciplinary and Grievance Tribunal 
and other committee members. Similarly, I would like 
to thank our directors and board members, as well as 
our new Chief Executive Officer, James Curtis. Though 
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FOOTBALL 
WEST PLAYER 
REGISTRATIONS
Football West achieved a record number of 
registrations with over 44,000 players directly involved 
in competitions across metropolitan and regional WA.  
Exactly 120 years after WA’s first organised football 
league was played, the game reached unprecedented 
levels of participation with around 230,000 playing 
the game in some form. Participants from culturally 
and linguistically diverse backgrounds made up 13% of 
registered players, while women and girls represented 
around 20% of the player population. 

Football West assisted in the administration of 
competitions, player, coach and referee development, 
as well as promotion of the sport, in part due to 
generous sponsors Healthway, the Department of 
Sport and Recreation, Bankwest, QBE Insurance, 
Consolidated Energy, All Flags Signs and Banners, 
PlayStation 4, Cool Ridge, Westfield, McInerney Ford, 
Nike, nib Stadium, Select and The West Australian.

FIFA WORLD CUP 
QUALIFYING 
MATCH 

WA hosted its second FIFA World Cup qualifying match 
in 12 months when the Socceroos defeated Iraq on 
September 1 at Perth Rectangular Stadium in front of 
over 18,900 spectators. 

The match, which was supported by the State 
Government, was a tremendous success on and 
off the pitch. Football West hosted around 100 
guests at a pre-match function that included key 
sponsors, members of Parliament and club and zone 
representatives.

Football West looks forward to hosting future World 
Cup matches at nib Stadium and the new Perth 
Stadium when it opens in late 2017.
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SECOND 
HYUNDAI 
A-LEAGUE TEAM
In August, Football West announced its intention 
to pursue a licence for a second Hyundai A-League 
team in Perth in the next three to five years. This will 
generate new opportunities for players, officials and 
fans, while capitalising on the sport’s burgeoning 
participation rate. 

Football West envisages an A-League club linked 
to the governing body under a model similar to the 
ownership structures commonplace in other sports. 
The eventual model would generate significant benefits 
for Football West members, while protecting them 
from liability.

As part of its push, Football West has continued to 
investigate the feasibility of bringing international 
football teams to Perth to play friendly matches against 
the WA State team. This will also assist in further 
developing relationships with WA’s Asian neighbours. 
The WA State team lost 1-0 to Perth Glory in their only 
outing in 2016, while the State Women’s team scored 
an impressive 2-0 win over Glory’s Westfield W-League 
team in September.

Football West will continue to explore A-league 
licensing options in 2017.

STATE 
FOOTBALL 
CENTRE
Football West worked closely with the Department 
of Sport and Recreation to finalise and endorse the 
Business Case for a State Football Centre. The Business 
Case, which was endorsed by the Board in late 2016, 
identified Ashfield Reserve as the preferred location. 

Football is the only major sports code in WA without 
a specific administration and training centre. The 
construction of a State Football Centre will ensure that 
players across WA have access to high-quality playing 
and training facilities and will support the rapid growth 
of the game in WA. 

Football West worked closely with the Labor and 
Liberal parties prior to and during the election 
campaign, with former Premier Colin Barnett pledging 
$37million to the construction of the facility. The Labor 
Party was supportive of the concept and Football 
West will work with new Premier Mark McGowan and 
his team towards the realisation of the State Football 
Centre, which is vital to ensure the ongoing growth and 
sustainability of the game in WA.

18,923
18,923 spectators saw the Socceroos defeat Iraq 2-0 in 
their World Cup Qualifier at Perth Rectangular Stadium.

QUICK FACT 1
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WA FOOTBALL 
AWARDS
More than 650 guests filled the Crown Perth Grand 
Ballroom on October 15 for the annual WA Football 
Awards. With a special focus on the PS4 NPLWA, the 
event celebrated the achievements of teams and 
players from several of the game’s top competitions. 

More than 50 awards were presented on the night, 
including to the best players in the All Flags State 
League Division One and Division Two, Consolidated 
Energy Premier Division and Bankwest Women’s State 
League Premier Division. For the first time in the WA 
Football Awards history, guests enjoyed a Welcome to 
Country performed by Phil Walley Stack, who set the 
tone for a night of celebration.

The McInerney Ford Gold Medal was taken home 
by David Micevski of Stirling Lions, who claimed his 
second success after picking up the prestigious award 
in 2009.

TROPHY 
PRESENTATION 
DAY
The fifth annual Trophy Presentation Day was held 
on October 23 at Loton Park, in the shadows of nib 
Stadium. The event was a celebration for teams across 
Football West senior competitions including All Flags 
State Leagues reserves and U18 leagues, Bankwest 
Women’s Leagues, Consolidated Energy Amateur, 
Metropolitan and Masters Leagues, PS4 NPLWA U20 
and U18 leagues and various cup competitions. 

Teams came from as far north as Quinns and as far 
south as Bunbury to celebrate a successful 2016 
season. More than 100 team and individual awards 
were presented to players. More than 600 people 
attended the event which featured live music, food 
stalls, children’s activities and giveaways.

NIGHT SERIES 
FINALS
Night Series competitions, Football West’s premier 
pre-season tournaments, were held across four top-tier 
divisions (NPLWA, Men’s State League, Men’s Amateur 
League and Women’s State League). More than 50 
teams competed across six weeks, which concluded 
with the Night Series Finals. 

The QBE Night Series Final showcased the best local 
talent at nib Stadium where Bayswater City defeated 
Stirling Lions in front of more than 1,500 people. The 
match was played after the Hyundai A-League round 
23 clash featuring Perth Glory and Central Coast 
Mariners.
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PS4 NPLWA 
SEASON 
LAUNCH
The 2016 PS4 NPLWA campaign kicked off with the 
season launch on March 16 at Rambla on Swan. All 
NPL clubs, standing committee members, sponsors 
and media were invited to celebrate the beginning of 
another successful season of elite football. WA’s top-
tier men’s football competition, which was watched by 
more than 25,000 fans in 2016, kicked off with Perth 
Glory striker Adam Taggart addressing almost 100 key 
personnel at the launch.

At junior level, the NPL was expanded to 20 clubs to 
allow more players greater access to better coaching 
in more areas. The clubs included were Joondalup City, 
Quinns, Ellenbrook United, Fremantle City, Melville 
City, Mandurah City, Rockingham City and South West 
Phoenix. 

WESTFIELD 
FFA CUP
The Westfield FFA Cup is a national knockout 
tournament run by Football Federation Australia in 
conjunction with the State and Territory Member 
Federations.

It is one of the most exciting competitions of the 
Australian football calendar, showcasing the best 
football talent Australia has to offer.

In 2016, over 650 semi-professional and amateur 
clubs competed in the preliminary rounds with the 10 
Hyundai A-League clubs joining the competition in the 
Round of 32.

PS4 NPLWA clubs Floreat Athena and Cockburn City 
joined Perth Glory in flying the Western Australian flag 
in the Round of 32. 

Cockburn City was defeated 2-1 by Melbourne Knights 
in Melbourne, while Floreat Athena went down to 
A-League club Melbourne City at Dorrien Gardens by 
the same score. Perth Glory were knocked out of the 
competition by Sydney FC in the Round of 16.

The 2016 competition was contested by more teams 
in WA, and around the country, than any other season.
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COOL RIDGE
CUP FINAL
The Cool Ridge Cup involves teams from the U18, 
reserves and senior age groups and was held on Saturday, 
July 23 at Dorrien Gardens, in front of more than 2,000 
spectators.

The senior format is aligned to the national Westfield 
FFA Cup with teams across all senior divisions in Western 
Australia competing in preliminary rounds to qualify for 
the national competition.

The U18 teams kicked off the day with Cockburn City 
defeating Inglewood United 2-0 before Bayswater City 
beat ECU Joondalup 4-2 in the reserves. 

In the main match, Floreat Athena scored a 1-0 win over 
Cockburn City to claim the 2016 Cool Ridge Cup. The 
clubs later represented Western Australia in the Westfield 
FFA Cup.

In 2016, 15% of clubs eligible for qualification to the 
Westfield FFA Cup represented regional locations 
including Kalgoorlie, Margaret River, Geraldton and 
Busselton.

SMARTER THAN 
SMOKING 
JUNIOR LEAGUE
Junior boys make up the biggest player cohort with 
more than 23,000 registered in the 2016 Smarter than 
Smoking Junior Leagues from U12 to U18. Some 240 
teams participated in the 2016 Junior Cup, with 12 
teams contesting the Junior Final Cup day. In 2016, 
matches were played successively on the same pitch, 
creating a vibrant atmosphere at Kingsway Sporting 
Complex on Saturday, August 13. The Asian Cup trophy 
was on display, while Socceroos’ mascot Maloo was a 
big hit with players and spectators.

Each Smarter than Smoking Junior League 
competition finishes with a Top Four Final. In 2016, 
the finals were held on September 18 at a number 
of venues across Perth, including Beale Park, Butlers 
Reserve and Rosalie Park. 

SENIOR CUP 
FINALS
More than 5,400 players participated in Men’s Sunday 
competitions, with over 350 teams competing across 
the four Sunday competitions – Men’s Amateur, 
Amateur Reserves, Masters and Metropolitan Leagues. 

Four matches were played on the Men’s Senior 
Cup Final Day on October 2 with more than 2,000 
spectators attending Inglewood Stadium. Perth Saints 
won a second Metropolitan Cup with a 3-2 victory over 
Victoria Park; Spearwood Dalmatinac won their second 
Masters Cup Final in succession with a win over AFC 
Joondalup and the Amateur Reserve Cup was won by 
North Lake, who scored a 5-3 victory over Subiaco. 
In the main event, the Men’s Amateur Cup Final, first 
division Shamrock Rovers were edged out 1-0 by 
Amateur Premier Champions Gwelup Croatia. 

MENU
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WOMEN’S CUP 
FINALS
The Women’s Cup Final event is a celebration of 
female football across junior and senior Football West 
competitions. 

The day involves four Junior Girls’ Cup Finals, with players 
from the U13 to U17 age groups. The day also involves 
the Bankwest Women’s State Cup and the Bankwest 
Women’s Metropolitan Cup.

Junior girls represent one of the largest demographics of 
football players in Football West competitions with more 
than 4,000 players registered in the 2016 season. 

The Bankwest Women’s State League is WA’s top-tier 
senior women’s competition, involving two divisions and 
nearly 600 players. Teams in the Premier and Division 
One League competitions competed in the Bankwest 
Women’s State Cup.

The Bankwest Women’s Metropolitan League is the 
women’s senior amateur competition with over 1,000 
registered players.  All teams in the six divisions of 
the Metropolitan League competed in the Bankwest 
Women’s Metropolitan Cup.

The 2016 Women’s Cup Finals were held on Sunday, 
September 4 at Grindleford Reserve. Backpackers FC 
won the Bankwest Metropolitan Cup with a 4-0 victory 
over Joondalup City, while Northern Redbacks claimed 
the Bankwest Women’s State Cup with a 5-0 win over 
Melville City.
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THE WEST 
AUSTRALIAN 
TOP FOUR CUP
The West Australian Top Four Cup Final was held at 
Dorrien Gardens on Saturday, September 10, after 
Perth SC earned hosting rights in their major semi-final 
victory over second-placed Inglewood United. ECU 
Joondalup defeated Floreat Athena and advanced 
to the preliminary final where they were defeated by 
Inglewood.

Perth went on to claim the Top Four Cup Grand Final 
with a 1-0 win over Inglewood United in front of over 
2,000 spectators.

Perth Glory won the U18 Top Four Cup with a 4-0 win 
over Stirling Lions, while Bayswater defeated Armadale 
3-0 in the U20 final.

FEMALE 
FOOTBALL 
WEEK
Perth Glory Westfield W-League player Sam Kerr led 
Female Football Week, participating in several activities 
attended by hundreds of female footballers during a 
week of celebration from March 8-14. Female Football 
Week is a Football Federation Australia national 
promotion to celebrate the role of women and girls in 
the game.

A MiniRoos for Girls Kick-Off training session at South 
West Phoenix in Bunbury was followed by a question 
and answer session, in which Kerr gave an insight into 
the world of elite female football. A half-time MiniRoos 
promotion during Perth Glory’s match against Central 
Coast Mariners gave girls from South West Phoenix 
and the Football West Skill Acquisition Program an 
opportunity to play in front of a big crowd. The week 
wrapped up with the Bankwest Girls Day Out at nib 
Stadium, where 100 girls took part in fun activities and 
football drills.

BANKWEST 
GIRLS DAY OUT
The Bankwest Girls Day Out is one of Football West’s 
biggest summer activations targeting junior girls aged 
between six and 16. The 2016 event was held at nib 
Stadium on Sunday, March 13. One hundred girls were 
given the opportunity to meet Perth Glory Women 
players, take part in training activities and experience 
playing football in WA’s premier football venue. Girls 
also received a free Bankwest t-shirt and competed in 
the Bankwest Goal of the Day competition, along with 
numerous other activities. 

AFRICA DOWN 
UNDER CUP
The Africa Down Under Cup, a five-a-side exhibition 
tournament run during the Paydirt Magazine Africa Down 
Under annual conference, was held on September 8 at 
Langley Park. The Cup involved eight teams from local 
African communities. 

The 88 participants were treated to a coaching 
session from Perth Glory’s Jamal Reiners. Team ‘African 
Phosphate’, which was drawn mostly from the local 
Nigerian community, won the day. Teams received 
donations to enable ongoing training and activities.
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EDMUND RICE 
COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMS
Common Goal Program (Mirrabooka) and Edmund 
Rice Glory (Koondoola) are inclusive participation 
programs targeting young multicultural footballers. 
The programs ran weekly in 2016 from February to 
December, welcoming more than 400 participants.

Common Goal aims to provide opportunities to young 
people who may be disengaged or may not have 
the opportunities of others in a sport and leadership 
environment; in particular young people from a 
multicultural background.

The program, strengthening police engagement in the 
community, is a collaboration between Football West, 
non-government justice and community education 
organisation Edmund Rice Centre and WA Police. 

Participants are involved in leadership training and 
education opportunities which give them the chance 
to become physically active in an environment that 
promotes positive relationships. 

Common Goal consists of weekly training sessions and 
weekend extension opportunities including matches, 
excursions and professional development. 

Funded by the Department of Sport and Recreation 
with the support of the City of Stirling, the program 
targets individuals aged eight to 18.

QBE COUNTRY 
WEEK
In the last week of September, 60 teams from regional 
WA competed in 10 divisions from ages 11 to 17 at 
Beale Park, Spearwood, as part of QBE Country Week. 

The week involved nearly 900 participants, with teams 
travelling from 12 different regions including Country 
Coastal, Leeuwin Naturaliste, Albany, Esperance, 
Goldfields, Geraldton, Carnarvon, Newman, Karratha, 
Peel, Port Hedland and Broome.

In 2016, for the first time since the program’s inception, 
a girls’ U12 competition was held – further highlighting 
football’s growing regional influence.  More than 2,000 
people were involved in QBE Country Week with 
parents, families and friends from WA regions providing 
support to participants.

ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF GERALDTON 
FESTIVAL OF 
FOOTBALL
In late 2016, Football West announced its intention to 
run its first Geraldton Festival of Football in 2017. This 
exciting event is the first of its kind to take place in 
Geraldton and aims to bring tourism to the area whilst 
increasing the profile of football in regional Western 
Australia. 

The Geraldton Festival of Football will take place from 
Wednesday, June 28 to Sunday, July 2, 2017. Over the 
duration of the event the Football West Development 
team will host ALDI MiniRoos training sessions for 
junior players, Skills with Frills sessions for junior girls, 
primary school training sessions, women’s training 
sessions, coaching and referee up-skilling programs 
and information sessions for parents. An evening PS4 
NPLWA match between Sorrento and Perth Glory on 
Saturday, July 1 at Wonthella Oval will be the highlight 
of the event.
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MINIROOS KICK-
OFF PROGRAM
MiniRoos Kick-Off is an introductory program for boys 
and girls, aged four to nine years, and is conducted 
over six to 12 sessions in clubs and schools.

It aims to provide young football players with their 
first experience of football through short, game-
based sessions and modified activities. Once young 
footballers complete the Kick-Off program, they are 
encouraged to enrol in the MiniRoos competition, 
which has U8 and U9 teams. Football West celebrated 
25 Kick-Off sites across metropolitan and regional 
areas in 2016 with 825 young boys and girls introduced 
to football.

The Broome Soccer Association recorded the 
largest MiniRoos Kick-Off site in Australia with 315 
participants ranging in age from four to 12 years old. 
The Kick-Off was facilitated by Football West and 
the Broome Soccer Association. The success of the 
MiniRoos program, which provided a safe and fun 
environment for children of all levels, will instigate 
more football activity in the town.

Coach education workshops were conducted with 
association coaches and sports leadership students at 
the Broome Senior High School prior to the MiniRoos 
Kick-Off. Many coaches used the coaching techniques 
learned during a 2015 grassroots coaching course 
to ensure the MiniRoos Kick-Off was a success. WA-
born Socceroo Trent Sainsbury thanked the organisers 
and participants with a special congratulatory video 
message distributed through social media.

Successful MiniRoos Kick-Off programs were also run 
by Curtin University, Canning Buffers, Peel Juniors 
and Belmont Juniors involving almost 100 players 
aged four to nine. In conjunction with the local Police 
and Community Youth Centre, another MiniRoos 
Kick-Off site was established in Exmouth. Meanwhile 
children at the Belmont Junior Soccer Club, Curtin 
University, Peel Junior Soccer Club and Canning Buffers 
were selected to be ball boys at the FIFA World Cup 
Qualifier between Australia and Iraq at nib Stadium in 
September.

PARALYMPIC 
STATE 
PROGRAM
Paralympic football is part of the FFA player pathways 
with a nationally coordinated talent identification and 
development plan in operation. The WA Paralympic 
pathway prepares talented and highly skilled players 
for representing WA and Australia in the future and 
reflects the practices of other WA state squads that 
play in the national championship.

At the national championships WA topped the 
standings after the round-robin stage, but were beaten 
3-0 by hosts New South Wales in the grand final. The 
WA side was coached by Goran Stajic with Michael 
Owens the assistant coach. Captain Patrick Amato 
and Raymond Ellery, both from Mandurah, as well as 
Jordan De Stefano, from Wannanup, represented a 
record regional WA contingent in the squad, which 
contained four players aged 16 or younger. 

Australian Pararoos player Nicholas Prescott, from 
Tapping, was named WA’s Most Valuable Player in a 
tournament packed with impressive Western Australian 
performances. Stajic, who also guided the WA State 
Paralympic team to fifth place in 2014 and fourth place 
in 2015, resigned from his position as head coach 
following the championships to spend more time with 
family and further advance his coaching accreditation.
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Six Western Australians were also put through their 
paces during a three-day national team training camp 
in Melbourne from March 3-5. Chris Barty, Nicholas 
Prescott, Jordan De Stefano, Alessandro La Verghetta, 
Raymond Ellery and Rodrigue Niyongere were named 
by coach Kai Lammert in the Pararoos squad to take 
part in the session, with Stajic named as the Pararoos 
assistant coach.

The camp was the first step in the lead up to 
September’s International Federation for Cerebral Palsy 
Football World Championships in Argentina, which the 
Pararoos qualified for at the Qualification Tournament 
in August 2016. The camp included community 
engagement initiatives to continue raising awareness 
of the Pararoos program and the important role sport 
plays in the community for people with a disability.

The 2016 World Championship Qualification 
Tournament took place in Denmark from July 29 
to August 7, 2016. Thirteen teams competed to be 
amongst the eight to qualify for the 2017 World 
Championships. 

SKILL 
ACQUISITION 
PROGRAMS
Football West has operated a number of Skill 
Acquisition Programs (SAP) which provide players with 
an opportunity to develop their football skills under 
the tutelage of qualified coaches. The sessions focus on 
four core skills including first touch, 1v1, running with 
the ball, and striking the ball.  

In 2016, three Junior NPL clubs including Rockingham 
City, Sorrento and Balcatta set up and implemented 
Club SAPs. The aim of the Club SAP is to provide 
players in the U9–U12 age groups with an opportunity 
to develop their football skills through extra sessions 
with an FFA qualified club coach. 

A Girls SAP also took place for more than 50 players at 
Celebration Park in Balga. The program is a key aspect 
of the FFA National Curriculum, aimed at accelerating 
the skill development of players at the critical ages 
of nine to 12. The program took place on Saturday 
mornings and Monday evenings until September. In 
2017 a Girls SAP will open an additional venue in 
Beeliar to cater for players south of Perth.
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REFEREES
WA hit a record number of registered referees in 2016, 
exceeding 600 officials for the first time, which included 
a 26% increase in female referees and a 70% retention 
rate (10% higher than the national average). 

The achievements of David Bruce (Referee of the Year), 
Eamon McDonnell (Assistant Referee of the Year) and 
Simon Hicks (Referee Encouragement Award), were 
recognised at the 2016 WA Football Awards.

A record number of 19 Level 4 referee courses were 
held for the public and as part of school programs, 
while regional visits included courses delivered in 
Albany, Karratha, Geraldton and Bunbury.

Over 200 referees attended the annual pre-season 
seminar held at ECU Mount Lawley. Two female-only 
courses were also conducted with 37 participants 
involved.

The number of monthly coaching nights for referees 
doubled with 12 sessions held throughout the season, 
with sessions run both north and south each month.

The fourth biennial Referee Development Tour to the 
United Kingdom was conducted in October with eight 
promising referees receiving a valuable education 
and training experience. Football West utilised the 
facilities at the Birmingham FA and Lancashire FA, as 
well as the expertise of world-class instructors led by 

former Senior Game National Referee Manager for the 
Football Association, Ian Blanchard.

A total of 17 Football West referees earned national 
selection including Jess Byrd, Rebekah Craggs (Girls 
National Youth Championships), Simon Hicks, Adrien 
Liechti (Boys National Youth Championships), Tom 
Dowle and Arvin Shan (National Secondary Schools 
Championships).

Arvin Shan also officiated in the National Youth 
League alongside Tom Dowle, Daniel Cole and Shane 
Skinner while Adam Fielding (Referee), Josh Mannella 
and Matt Southern (Assistant Referees) officiated in 
Hyundai A-League matches. Eddie Lennie, Stephen 
Muldoon, Mat Cheeseman and Greg Birch made up the 
contingent of FFA Assessors.

With a complete revision of the Laws of the Game, 
including 95 law changes, implemented by the 
International Football Association Board IFAB in June 
2016, registered referees were provided with an 
online training module and exam on the changes in 
preparation for the 2017 season.

Mat Cheeseman announced his retirement from 
refereeing in August, after 15 years refereeing in WA 
and around the world including a match between 
Manchester City and Real Madrid in front of almost 
100,000 fans.

MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 17

SMARTER THAN 
SMOKING 
JUNIOR FUTSAL
 
Almost 50 teams from U11 to U15 played in an 
eight-week junior futsal competition held at Melville 
Recreation Centre and Lords Sports Centre.

Thrilling semi-finals were held at Lords before some 
of the best junior futsal talent was on display at Curtin 
University Indoor Stadium for the finals. The top two 
teams from each division competed in the finals. An 
incredible 41 goals were scored in four finals that 
attracted strong support in the stands, and included 
on-court challenges for spectators during the day. 

More than 300 people attended the fun-filled day 
which featured on-court challenges between games 
for spectators. Prizes of tickets to upcoming Hyundai 
A-League games were provided by Perth Glory.

CANCER 
COUNCIL 
CHALLENGE CUP
As part of the rejuvenation of WA’s senior 
representative teams, the State Women’s team scored 
an impressive 2-0 win over Perth Glory’s Westfield 
W-League team with goals from Nadene Caldwell and 
Katarina Jukic.

Proceeds from the September match at Inglewood 
Stadium went to the Cancer Council WA, with 
spectators asked to donate a gold coin as admission. 
Jessine Bonzas was appointed coach of WA, while 
former Perth Glory midfielder Elisa D’Ovidio was her 
assistant.

ELIZABETH 
QUAY 
ACTIVATION
On Monday, August 29, Elizabeth Quay was 
temporarily the home of football as footballers were 
invited to take their shot at scoring in a goal floating 
on the Swan River.  The initiative was part of the pre-
match promotion for the Socceroos’ FIFA World Cup 
qualifier against Iraq in Perth. WA stars Trent Sainsbury 
and Josh Risdon, who were in the Socceroos squad 
for the FIFA World Cup qualifier against Iraq at nib 
Stadium, and Glory’s Rhys Williams and Adam Taggart 
tried their luck from the landing after unveiling the 
Hyundai A-League club’s new gold-and-black away 
strip.

Children from a local primary school and a number of 
curious onlookers joined the fun. 

Glory wore their new kit in their Westfield FFA Cup 
Round of 16 clash against Sydney FC at Dorrien 
Gardens following the event. 
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SCHOOL SPORT
AUSTRALIA 
NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
The School Sport Australia National Championships 
were held at Lark Hill in Rockingham in August 2016, 
marking the first time Perth has hosted the event since 
2009.

The tournament showcased talented schoolboys and 
girls at the U12 and U19 levels from across Australia. 
WA’s U12 girls, as well as both U19 teams, finished third 
on their respective ladders. 

REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
Football West conducted a series of activities designed 
to develop local coaches, players and officials whilst 
engaging the wider regional community. The Club 
Coach Coordinators program was launched in April 
2016 and supports senior coaches in mentoring newer, 
inexperienced coaches. The long-term objective of 
the program is to foster a positive coaching culture, 
enabling quality football activities and an environment 
which juniors want to come back to.

The program also made innovative use of technology, 
which allowed several coaches from regional areas to 
attend remotely. The program ensured coaches have 
access to appropriate online resources.

There was no shortage of enthusiastic participants at 
a Football West visit to regional Western Australia in 
June 2016. 

Jamie Harnwell travelled more than 570km north of 
Perth to deliver a number of dedicated football clinics 
in Mt Magnet, Dalwallinu, Badgingarra and Moora. 

The visits were part of a series of development 
activities conducted by Football West across WA 
and were designed to foster further growth in 

regional areas. Visits were tailored for each region’s 
specific needs and assisted with coach development, 
improvement of talented players and general 
community engagement.

The Dalwallinu and Moora visits were particularly 
significant, with Moora Primary School holding a 
lightning carnival amongst local schools involving more 
than 50 players.

RIO OLYMPICS
The Matildas placed third in the 2016 Rio Olympics 
after successfully qualifying for the first time in 12 years. 
The team defeated North Korea 2-1 to mark their first 
qualification since their previous appearance in Athens 
2004. 

With the side missing out on qualification for both the 
2008 Beijing and 2012 London Games, the chance to 
live out a lifelong dream to represent Australia finally 
arrived for the 17 Olympic rookies on the team.  

Western Australians Samantha Kerr, Lisa De Vanna 
and goalkeeper Lydia Williams were among the 18 
players selected in coach Alen Stajcic’s squad for the 
comeback. Kerr was thrilled to fulfil her dream of 
playing in the Olympics, while De Vanna shared her 
excitement and hoped that such an event would serve 
as an inspiration for women’s football in WA. 

570km
Jamie Harnwell travelled more than 570km north of 
Perth to deliver a number of dedicated football clinics in 
Mt Magnet, Dalwallinu, Badgingarra and Moora. 
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WESTFIELD 
NATIONAL 
YOUTH 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
U13 
GOALKEEPER 
AWARD
Miranda Templeman won the Westfield National Youth 
Championships U13 Goalkeeper Award in July 2016 
after her assured performance for the WA State U13 
team at the tournament in Coffs Harbour.

After assessing performances during the week-long 
tournament, Socceroos goalkeeper coach Tony Franken 
selected the WA custodian as the recipient of the 
award.

Templeman, who spent most of her junior years with 
Melville City, will be invited to an FFA Goalkeeper 
Development camp at the Australian Institute of Sport 
in October.

FOOTBALL 
HALL OF 
FAME WA 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY
PS4 NPLWA clubs celebrated the 120th anniversary of 
WA’s first official football matches with an exchange of 
commemorative pennants before round 10 matches 
kicked off on May 28 and 29, 2016.

WA’s first competitive matches were played on May 
30, 1896, and involved Fremantle Wanderers against 
Crusaders at Weld Square, in Perth, and Perth FC 
against Civil Service.

Football Hall of Fame committee member Richard 
Kreider, who is WA’s foremost football historian, 
discovered the Perth and Civil Service match was 
played on land currently the site of Football West’s 
headquarters behind nib Stadium in Perth.

Since the first season when four teams competed for a 
title eventually won by Fremantle Wanderers, football 
has flourished in WA.

More than 44,000 registered players, around 240 clubs, 
some 600 referees and more than 3,000 coaches, 
the game has reached an unprecedented level of 
popularity.

The game’s history has been meticulously documented 
by the Football Hall of Fame WA, who celebrated their 
20th anniversary on November 26 at Crown Perth.

44,000
240
600
3,000

With around 44,000 registered players, around 240 clubs, 
some 600 referees and more than 3000 coaches, the 
game has reached an unprecedented level of popularity.
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NATIONAL 
YOUTH 
CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Girls National Youth Championships for U13 and 
U15 players were held in Coffs Harbour in July with 
both teams showing improvement from previous years. 
The tournament involves the best female players from 
around the country. 

Faye Chambers coached WA’s U13 team, assisted by 
Gavin Sit and managed by former Matildas’ midfielder 
Collette McCallum. 

The U15 side was coached by Darren Young with Jessine 
Bonzas assisting and Perth Glory striker Katie Schubert 
managing the team.

Morgan Aquino, Rosie Lehane and Lexie Moreno 
were invited to an FFA camp as a result of their U15 
performances.

The Boys National Youth Championships for U13 and 
U14 players were also held in Coffs Harbour. Both 
WA teams finished second in Group A, while playing a 
style of football in keeping with the National Football 
Curriculum. The U14 team completed the tournament 
without defeat to finish second behind Victoria Metro, 
while the U13 team lost just once to eventual winners 
New South Wales Metro Blue. A number of players from 
both age groups will be monitored for possible invitation 
to National U17 camps in preparation for the new 
Australian Institute of Sport and Joeys intake in 2018.

GIRLS NATIONAL 
TRAINING 
CENTRE 
CHALLENGE
WA’s Roisin Connolly left a lasting impression at the 
Girls National Training Centre Challenge with a goal for 
the Select Team in the final match of the week-long 
tournament.

WA’s girls performed admirably during seven matches, 
losing just once, and providing the platform for Connolly 

and goalkeeper Morgan Aquino, from Bayswater, to 
earn selection in the Select Team.

The Select Team consists of players identified as 
among the best at the tournament and who have the 
potential to play for the Matildas.

Connelly scored the second goal for the Select Team 
in a 2-2 draw against NTC Challenge winners Northern 
New South Wales at the Australian Institute of Sport in 
Canberra.

Coach Jessine Bonzas said the overall performance of 
the WA team, which drew six of its seven matches, was 
further evidence of the improving talent in the state.
Although most players at the NTC Challenge were aged 
16 and 17, the WA squad included five 15-year-old 
players, including Aquino.

Aside from the on-field action, the girls also attended 
an inspirational workshop where they heard from 
Matildas coach Alen Stajcic and former national 
team player Heather Garriock. They also watched 
the Matildas train in preparation for the Rio Olympic 
Games and met with WA striker and Australia captain 
Lisa De Vanna.

MASTERS 
REPRESENT WA 
IN MALAYSIA
In November 2015 the WA Masters team competed 
against Malaysian Masters in Kuala Lumpur.

In humid conditions, the WA Masters put up a valiant 
effort but eventually lost to the hosts 3-1. 

WA had won their last encounter 5-0 at Dorrien 
Gardens in May 2015 but the hosts in Kuala Lumpur 
were a much stronger adversary at home.

The match continues a tradition of strong ties between 
Western Australian and Malaysian football.

Football West also committed to supporting the WA 
Women’s Masters team, who will head to New Zealand 
to compete in the World Masters Games in Auckland, 
New Zealand, in April. The Women’s Masters will be 
represented by teams in the 40+ and 50+ categories. 
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COACHING 
COURSES
In 2016, Football West facilitated 28 grassroots 
coaching courses, 10 skill training courses, six game 
training courses and one senior licence course, allowing 
600 participants to become accredited. 

In line with the FFA Whole of Football Plan and 
Football West’s commitment to increasing the quality 
of coaching in football, a number of advanced coach 
education activities were conducted including six C 
Licence courses, which catered for 123 candidates, one 
B Licence course (24 candidates) and five coaching 
workshops (62 candidates).

Football West coaches Garry Church, Chris Adams, 
James Young and Jack Eades have worked towards 
becoming coaching instructors, capable of delivering C 
Licence courses in future.

Technical Manager Cris Ola attended an FFA National 
Technical Network Seminar at the Australian Institute 
of Sport to discuss the new talent identification course, 
which should be available to NPL Technical Directors 
in 2017.

TALENT 
SUPPORT 
PROGRAM
The pilot FFA Talent Support Program started in WA 
at three hubs (North, Central and Peel) to provide 
additional training to talented players from U13–U16. 
More than 100 players attended the sessions, while 
games were also played between players in the three 
hubs to assist in further development.

PLAY FOOTBALL
A Play Football campaign, run in conjunction with 
Football Federation Australia, included digital and radio 
content that encouraged players to register with their 
local clubs. 

In 2016, Football West registration fees, which 
cover administration, insurance and a national 
levy, were as follows:

METROPOLITAN	 TOTAL

In-house	 $38.00
11s & Under	 $63.00
12s-15s	 $81.00
16s	 $75.00
17s-18s	 $96.00
19s & Over	 $146.00

REGIONAL	 TOTAL

11s & Under	 $32.00
12s-15s	 $38.00
16s-18s	 $32.00
19s & Over	 $81.00

ASSOCIATIONS	 TOTAL

Junior	 $38.00
Senior	 $83.00

CLUB/TEAM ENTRY FEES

FFA Cup (NPL)	 $280.50
FFA Cup (Community)	 $56.10
NPL	 $7,150
Junior NPL	 $1,100
State League 1	 $5,192
State League 2	 $4,081
Amateur Premier	 $990
Other Amateur	 $693
Metropolitan League	 $248
Masters League	 $248
Women’s State League	 $495
Women’s Metropolitan League	 $248
U8 – U18	 $34

MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST22MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 23 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST24MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 25 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST26

MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 27

MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST28MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 29 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST30MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 31 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST32MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 33 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST34MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 35 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST36MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 37 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST38MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 39 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST40MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 41 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST42MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 43 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST44MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 45 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST46MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 47 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST48MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 49 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST50MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 51 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST52MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 53 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST54MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 55 MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST56MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 57 MENU



MENU



ANNUAL REPORT 2015–16
FOOTBALL WEST 59

OUR SPONSORS

MENU




	message chair 1: 
	highlights 1: 
	regos: 


